[Sentinel lymph nodes in early gastric cancer: preliminary feasibility study].
From January to December 2004, 8 patients with pre-operative diagnosis of early gastric cancer (EGC) and no nodal involvement were submitted to sentinel node biopsy using the dual mapping procedure with endoscopic blue dye and 99mTc radio-colloid injection. All the patients underwent standard radical gastrectomy and D2 lymphadenectomy. The resected nodes were evaluated by routine (hematoxylin-eosin) histopathological examination; the sentinel (blue or hot) nodes in addition were evaluated with immunohistochemistry for cytokeratin. The preliminary results and perspectives for feasibility of sentinel node biopsy and its accuracy in predicting the nodal status in EGC are discussed.